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R. Eliezer Azikri

Yedid Nefesh

We begin without words. Just sing "00."

composer unknown
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Lekhu Nerannenah

Psalm 95

Shlomo Carlebach

arr: J. Jacobson
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Shiru Ladonay

Psalm 96
Shlomo Carlebach
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Sham'a Vatismakh

End of Psalm 97 (Adonay Malakh)

Shlomo Carlebach
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Mizmor Shiru

Psalm 98 Shlomo Carlebach
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end of Psalm 99 (Adonay malakh) Moshe Ve-aharon Shlomo Carlebach
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Mizmor Ledavid - havu

Psalm 29 Shlomo Carlebach
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Todah VeZimrah was founded in January 2012, to provide an opportunity for
a more musical and meditative tefillah. With the generous support of Rabbi
Benjamin Samuels, the minyan has been hosted by Congregation Shaarei
Tefillah, and has welcomed participants not only from Shaarei Tefillah itself,
but also from the wider community.

Todah VeZimrah is part of a growing movement of minyanim across the
Jewish denominational spectrum that seeks to infuse the traditional tefillah
with more singing and greater participation. And indeed, like many of these
minyanim, it sets Kabbalat Shabbat to the melodies composed by the late
Shlomo Carlebach. At the same time, however, Todah VeZimrah has a more
novel ambition: to bring to the tefillah the musical richness of choral singing,
in which the music is arranged in parts, in unison, harmony and sometimes
antiphony. But where traditional choral services divide the congregation into
a singing choir and a listening audience, in Todah VeZimrah, the entire com-
munity forms a single chorus, singing and listening.

While Kabbalat Shabbat follows the Carlebach nusach, our Arvit tefillah uses
the both the traditional nusach and melodies of Louis Lewandowski. (“Todah
VeZimrah,” incidentally, is the title of one of Lewandowski’s principal works.)
The contrast between the two is striking: the percussive, lilting hassidic-style
melodies of Carlebach seem to share little with Lewandowski’s grand and
formal arrangements. The synagogue service has always been an amalgam,
however, influenced over the centuries by many cultures and styles. And per-
haps Carlebach and Lewandowski, despite composing in different centuries
and continents (Lewandowski in Germany in the 1860’s and Carlebach in the
United States from the 1950’s onwards), are not so far apart. Both produced
radical new settings of the entire tefillah; both drew on traditional melo-

dies and inspirations; and both have become contributed pieces that are so
well known that they are assumed by many to have originated at Sinai. And,
perhaps not coincidentally, Carlebach was born in Berlin, the city of Lewan-
dowski’s Neue Synagoge.

Todah VeZimrah is an ongoing experiment. We welcome everyone: men and
women, young and old, and singers with all levels of experience. Our hope is
that Todah VeZimrah will be inspiring and uplifting, and will play a part in
the flourishing of a more passionate and tuneful tefillah.

Wr»an pyI2 o bapn

Daniel Jackson and Joshua Jacobson
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